
Leinster Champion League Final 

Chanel College 2 – 3 St. Peter’s Dunboyne 

“How you respond to the challenge in the second half will determine what you become after the game, whether you 

are a winner or a loser”. 

On Thursday 25
th

 April, in Oriel Park, Chanel went in at half time two nil down to a side that only seven days 

previous they had beaten 3 – 1.  Two silly defensive errors in the first fifteen minutes of the game had gifted 

Dunboyne a dream start in this Leinster final.  The lads from Coolock had not started yet and the first forty five 

minutes, of what for most of them, would be the last time they put on the red and black of Chanel, had passed before 

they knew what had happened.  Yes, they had most of the ball.  Yes, they had most of the chances.  But in football, 

just as it is in most walks of life, you’ve got to take those chances when the opportunities arise.  Chanel didn’t and 

Dunboyne did.   

So here they sat at half time.  Two down.  Leinster final.  Two choices.  Pack up, and go home, or go back out onto 

that field and give everything they had for each other.  After all, you win as a team, you lose as a team.   

And what a team these young lads are.  I’ve coached most of them at school boy level from when they were only 

twelve up until now.  We’ve won quite a bit together over the past six years, and we’ve also lost as much.  But I can 

say that this has been the best thing that has happened to me in Chanel.  Watching these lads growing up, from a 

group of spotty young teenagers, playing for themselves and running around the pitch aimlessly, to a team of young 

men, playing for each other.  Winning together.  Losing together. 

So we took to the field in Dundalk with it all to play for in the last forty five.  Chanel immediately started the better, 

controlling the tempo, working hard, winning fifty fifties and playing all the football.  Chance after chance fell their 

way, first with Crowe, then O’Reilly, then Whelan.  But it was McCracken who made the breakthrough.  A deftly 

flighted free kick from Kinsella found McCracken free in the box and he finished coolly from twelve yards.  The 

second followed soon after, Crowe made a lovely run into the box and was tripped by the centre half.  He picked 

himself up and slotted home the penalty.  Two all. 

From then on it was all Chanel, and they created more and more chances.  O’Hanlon pushed the ball narrowly wide, 

the Dunboyne keeper saved superbly from a low Crowe effort, Dillon shot over the bar from close range and 

O’Reilly had a header cleared off the line.  All the play was with Chanel, but they’d nothing to show for it.  All 

season we’ve spoken about taking our chances.  All season we’ve talked about only regretting the chances we don’t 

take, and Thursday was most definitely one of those days.   

Dunboyne created a chance with fifteen left on the clock.  The winger easily cut down the end line and squared for 

the centre forward, who rifled home a shot from the edge of the box.  St. Peter’s finished out the game and the rest is 

history. 

Chanel did not win the Leinster Champions League final on Thursday but they can be extremely proud of how they 

fought in the second half.  They played like champions and conducted themselves in a way that they can only be 

proud of.   

The support that travelled to the game was immense.  Even at two nil down they stayed singing and chanting for the 

lads in red.  They showed what the real Chanel spirit is all about and I personally am very grateful for all of it. 

Overall it’s been a long year for the senior squad and a year that they can hold their head up high about.  Six years 

after losing the first year Dublin Final to Malahide CS, the guts of that same team came home with the cup.  This 

year alone they played fifteen matches, winning thirteen and losing only two (both by only a single goal), scoring 58 

and conceding only 17.   



After thinking about it all, and I am one who dwells on things, this year has been a success.  We didn’t win the 

Leinster League and we were robbed in the cup.  But we are Dublin Champions and nobody can take that away from 

us.  This year we’ve learned a lot and I really hope all of these lads keep the memories of their senior year in Chanel 

dearly.  It’s been a great year lads.  Well done. 

Life is short; time goes fast, no replay, no rewind.  So you’ve got to give your best every time you take to the field.  

But good teams don’t just happen.  It takes patience and players who truly want to work together and that’s got to 

be us!  In the end, we only regret the chances we don’t take. 


