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May 12th 2020. 
 

 
Dear Students, 
 
I know the last two months have been very challenging and emotionally draining for you all. I am writing 
today to clarify the current situation and to make sure you all fully understand what is ahead of you. 
 
Yesterday, May 12th, the Department of Education & Skills (DES) confirmed that the academic year for the 
current Leaving Cert student cohort is now complete (see link below – question 32). This means that your 
teachers will no longer be issuing you work and assignments for you to complete at home. Any work, 
including coursework such as Construction Studies portfolios or History RSRs, that are incomplete will 
remain outstanding. Teachers have been instructed by the DES to cease all tuition and to not accept any 
further work from students. 
 
As you know teachers have been asked to predict the grade you would have achieved if Covid-19 and 
subsequent school closure had never occurred. Teachers will be working closely with their colleagues in the 
same subject departments and I will be overseeing this work. You can rest assured that this process will be 
done fairly. We will not be basing our predictions simply on your Mock examinations so don’t worry if you 
were disappointed with some of your mock results. Your teachers all know you very well at this stage and 
will predict a fair grade for all students. Please note that the grade that a teacher predicts may not 
necessarily be the final grade awarded by the DES. 
 
The teacher’s predictions are the first step in this process. After we as a school submit our predicted grades 
to the DES, they then implement a statistical standardization process. This is where the DES analyses the 
performance of all schools over the last number of years and uses this to get a more accurate indication of 
the grades that all students would have achieved had the conventional Leaving Certificate examinations 
taken place. Question 12 in the link below offers more details around this procedure.  
 
The advice I would offer all students and their parents is to trust the process. I realise that this is easier said 
than done. Students and parents now need to let teachers get on with this crucial work. I ask that students 
and parents refrain from contacting any teachers about what grades they may predict. I would also like to 
take this opportunity to remind students that at the end of the day if you are unhappy with the outcome of 
your predicted results, as issued by the DES, you can appeal them. Students will also be able to sit the 
conventional Leaving Cert examinations as soon as it is safe to do so (see q2 using link below). 
 
In the midst of all this it is easy to forget that this a special time in the lives of all Leaving Certificate 
students. May I be the first to congratulate you all on graduating from Chanel College. Unfortunately, your 
graduation ceremony which was planned for next week cannot go ahead. I am promising all Leaving 
Certificate students that we will celebrate your achievements. We will hold a graduation ceremony when it 
is safe to do so.  
 
 
 
 



Finally, while tuition has stopped, we are by no means done with our leaving cert students. Students are 
encouraged to keep in touch with Mr Woods, Ms Cahill and Ms Heron via Microsoft Teams. We appreciate 
these are uncertain and stressful times and we are always here to support you. 
 
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/2f07eb-leaving-cert-2020-information/ 
 

 


